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Gypsum Gallery is thrilled to present a pivotal solo show of works by Alexandria-based
Mahmoud Khaled. Spanning photography, sculpture, painting, text, video and
installation. Painter on a Study Trip was sparked by an encounter with an eponymous
19™ Century oil on canvas painting in the collection of the Museum of Fine Arts in
Alexandria. The painting triggered a chain of reflections on the artist’s own classical
training as a painter at the Academy of Fine Arts in Alexandria and its complicated
relationship to the language and values of contemporary art.

Khaled compiled a concise lexicon of six key terms that recur in art history books to
define art practice. Process, material, detail, source, exercise and composition form the
basis for six new works that propose formal, poetic and associative interpretations of
each term. The series, for which the gallery space is radically transformed, is presented
from the perspective of a semi-fictitious student/artist on a field trip to Antoniades
Gardens, a landmark Alexandrian garden modeled as a miniature version of Versailles
Palace, and used as a standard location for outdoor assignments at the art academies.

The show includes an earlier work by Khaled entitled Memorial to Failure (2013)
comprised of a video and a sculpture. The work is based on an actual studio visit
between the artist and the renowned Italian thinker Franco ‘Bifo’ Berardi conducted
while Khaled was completing a one-year study program at the Home Workspace (HWP)
in Beirut in 2012. At once minimal and poetic, Painter on a Study Trip mixes
autobiography and research to form a pensive and precise multi-layered show.

Mahmoud Khaled’s work has been presented by numerous international institutions
including AUB Gallery, Beirut, Lebanon; Salzburger Kunstverein, Salzburg, Austria; Nile
Sunset Annex, Cairo, Egypt; Stedelijk Museum Bureau Amsterdan (SMBA), Amsterdam,
Netherlands; BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art, Gateshead, UK; Contemporary
Image Collective, Cairo, Egypt; Bonner Kunstverein, Bonn, Germany; Unge Kunstneres
Samfund (UKS), Oslo, Norway and Lofoten International Art Festival, Lofoten, Norway.
His work was also shown in biennials including Manifesta 8: European Biennale for
Contemporary Art, Seville, and 1% Canary Islands Biennale, Spain. He was awarded the
Videobrasil in Context prize in 2012. Khaled lives and works in Alexandria.
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